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Phase One of renovation for the Dr. 
Zollman Memorial pavillion is now 
complete. The front of the Nature 
Center has been renovated with the 
removal of the old concrete walls and 
reshaping of the hillsides beside the 
entrance.  The entrance itself has been 
made more welcoming by widening and 
revamping the sidewalk leading to it.   
 

Exposed aggregate was used instead of 
plain concrete. This attractive surface 
was supplied by Morris Concrete of 
Byron, and they also donated the labor 
and expertise required to install it. Park 
staff are very grateful for everyone’s 
help on this memorial project! 
 

The remaining two phases of the 
Zollman Memorial will be completed 
over the next year.  When finished, 

there will be a central area detailing Dr. Zollman’s contributions to the park and will act as a resting, 
gathering and greeting place for school classes and other groups visiting the park. 

 ZOLLMAN  MEMORIAL  IN PROGRESS 
The rendering to 
the right was drawn 
by Sandy Hokan-
son, a long-time 
supporter of Oxbow 
Park and Zollman 
Zoo. It depicts the 
design by architect 
Byron Stadsvold 
(another long-time 
supporter) for the 
new memorial to 
Dr. Paul Zollman.  
 

Dr. Zollman was 
instrumental in 
helping the new 
zoo and it’s ani-
mals. 



Oxbow Park  
In case of inclement weather, call 775-2451 for program details 
All programs are appropriate for all ages unless otherwise noted 

 
 

Raptor Feeding – October 10 at 3:00 p.m. 
Come and witness the aggressiveness of these spectacular birds at feeding 
time. This program is definitely not for those with weak stomachs.   
 

Otter Feeding – October 17 at 1:00 p.m. 
This program is always a good time!  Otters are very active and can consume 
up to a quarter of their body weight in a day.  Watch as the otters swim around 
trying to catch live fish!  
 

Friends of Oxbow Halloween Party October 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
Food, Games, and Fun!  Costumes Encouraged! Reservations Required , 
Please call 775-2451  Attendance is limited to 120 people, so call early! 
 

Deer and Elk Feeding – October 31 at 1:00 p.m. 
A short hike over to the elk and deer pens will allow participants to get a closer 
look at these spectacular creatures.  Accommodations can be made for non-
hikers. 
 

Feed the Critters – November 7 at 3:00 p.m. 
Join the animals for dinner and see just how crazy feeding time can some-
times get at the zoo.   
 

Children’s Zoo Time – November 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
Children of all ages should come and enjoy this popular program!  Let us 
share a little information about the area’s wild animals and dispel some 
popular notions. 
 

Wild Turkeys – November 21 at 10:00 a.m. 
This bird is on almost everyone’s mind this time of year!  Come to Oxbow and 
learn more about these fascinating creatures and their links to our nation’s 
past.  
 

Bison Feeding – November 28 at 1:00 p.m. 
Join in as a park naturalist feeds these massive beasts.  Learn about the 
fascinating history that this creature has here in the U.S. and clear up a few 
misconceptions. 

 
 

Chester Woods Park 
A $5.00 daily or $25.00 annual vehicle pass is required to enter Chester Woods Park.  
Call 287-2624 for program information, registration and in case of inclement weather.   

 
The Chester Woods Park program season is over, but the park is open all 
year, so come on out for plenty of fun and exercise!  
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About Our Organization 

Friends of Oxbow’s mission 
is to support the educ-
ational, environmental and 
recreational goals of Ox-
bow Park. Our Newsletter 
is published 6 times a year. 
Copy deadline is the 2nd 
Monday of the month  prior 
to the publication date. All 
submissions are subject to 
editing or revision. Copy 
may be submitted as typed 
copy  to:  Ruthann Yaeger, 
5731 Co. Rd 105, Byron, 
MN  55920 or as an email 
to:  ryegr@q.com.  
The Friends board meets 
monthly at Oxbow Park 
Nature Center  on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 pm. Everyone is 
 welcome.  
 

Friends Board Officers 
President  - Peggy Morris 
Vice Pres. - Dory Gardner 
Secretary  - Ruthann Yaeger 
Treasurer - Jean Davison 
 

Friends Board Members 
Everett Beck  2-11 
Loren Dehling          2-11 
Cindy Krueger  2-10 
Jen Rand  2-11  
Kristin Hjerleid          2-11 
Dawn Zollman          2-10 
 

Friends Web page 
 

 www.friendsofoxbow.org 
 

Olmsted County Parks 
Information 

www.co.olmsted.mn.us 
 

Oxbow Park Hours 
 

Park Grounds : 7 am -10pm 
 

  Nature Center & Zoo: 
 

    10 am to 4 pm daily 
 

Nature Center, Zoo are closed 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
New Years Day and Easter 
 

Want to sponsor  
a zoo animal? 

Go to:  
www.friendsofoxbow.org 

Programs and Events at the Parks 
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Meet the Friends Fall Intern  New Arrival at the Park 

Hi, I’m Amber 
Waggoner, the 
new Friends in-
tern. I am origi-
nally from Ohio 
and I only 
moved here a 
couple weeks 
ago. I graduated 
from the Univer-
sity of Akron in 
the fall, with a 

Bachelor of Science in Biology/Zoology. I was 
very excited when I was given this position at 
Oxbow. I have been looking for experience 
working at a zoo, so that I can continue my edu-
cation and gain some experience. I believe this 
is an excellent opportunity for me, and I am 
having so much fun so far. Thank you for giving 
me this great opportunity. 

Oxbow Park and Zollman 
Zoo is now the proud 
home of a new and beauti-
ful Eastern Screech owl. 
This young owl was 
brought to Raptor Recov-
ery Nebraska in Elmwood, 
NE in June of this year. It 
had severely injured its L 
wing and R foot, so could 
not be released back into 

the wild. This owl will be trained to act as a travel-
ing educational ambassador for the park like our 
other small raptor, a Saw-whet owl. The smaller 
educational raptors are not kept out on display, 
but will be brought out periodically for various talks 
and programs. 
The previous Screech Owl died several months 
ago of unknown causes.  

Park Report   by Celeste Lewis, Naturalist 

A memorial white pine has been planted in the zoo near the 
Wild Turkey pen. 
 

A new Screech Owl has arrived from the Raptor Recovery Cen-
ter in Nebraska.  See the article below for further details. 
 

Amber Waggoner, our new fall intern, started on September 7, 
2009. We are happy to have her to help with fall classes and 
zoo maintenance and a variety of other tasks.  More information 
about Amber cn be found in her note below.   
 

In preparation for a possible new exhibit in the Nature Center, 
the construction crew has been working on building a new stor-
age room in the Pines building for Friends of Oxbow.  They will 
be able to keep all their event supplies and organizational re-
cords there in the new rodent-proof room.   
 

The campground officially closes for the season on October 4, 
2009.  Staff need this time to do all the winter-proofing mainte-
nance necessary to keep pipes from freezing, etc. 
 

Fall classes began at the park on September 14 and run through October 23, Interest has been good 
and classes are filling up fast.  These classes are the heart of what Oxbow Park is all about, so we are 
happy that the economy has not affected attendance as much as we feared this year.   
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FRIENDS OF OXBOW 
PO BOX 6552 
ROCHESTER, MN 55903-6552 

Friends of Oxbow  
Yes, I’d like to be a Friend of this great Park! 

____ Friend     $25 - 49          o   Renewal 
____ Partner    $50 - 99       
____ Patron    $100 - 249    
____ Ranger   $250 - 499 
____ Sponsor   $500 - 999 
____ Philanthropist   $1000 - 4999 
____ Director Circle  $5000 and up 
 

Be sure to ask if your company matches donations! 
 

Name: 
__________________________________ 

Address: 
__________________________________ 

C/S/Zip: 
__________________________________ 

Make checks payable to Friends of Oxbow. 
 

        Mail to:  Friends of Oxbow 
  PO Box 6552 
  Rochester, MN  55903 

Help the Park and Conserve Trees 

RETURN SERVICE  REQUESTED 

In an effort to reduce postage costs and mini-
mize our carbon footprint, Friends would like to 
send out this newsletter electronically instead of 
by US mail.  
 
Please let us know if you can help us in this sim-
ple way. Under no circumstances will we ever 
sell our mailing list or send you fundraising pleas 
or other spam - just the newsletter or notice of 
special events.  It will be sent to you in PDF for-
mat that almost all computers can easily open. 
 
Please send your name and email address to 
ryegr@q.com. Your next issue will come to you 
the quick and easy way and you can feel good 
about it for many reasons! 
 
Thank you for supporting our fabulous park! 

 “ Snowbirders” - Please Help Us!  

New US Postal regulations do not allow forward-
ing of bulk mail and charge Friends 1st class post-
age for every undeliverable newsletter.  This 
adds up to a considerable amount of money – 
funds that cannot then go toward the exhibits and 
programs we are noted for.   
 
You can help us keep our costs down by letting 
us know if you are going to head South for 
more than 30 days in the winter.  Please send 
your name, address and how long you will be out 
of town to PO Box 6552, Rochester, MN 55903, 
or send email notice to ryegr@q.com.  
 
Better yet, send us your email address and you 
will get your newsletter electronically. You won’t 
miss a single issue and you’ll be making an extra 
donation by saving us a year’s worth of postage. 
Thank you!  


