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After a summer of feverish nearly non-stop
activity, our Construction Engineer Pat Gerken
has the new Raptor Exhibit close to being ready
for occupancy in November. Our beautiful birds
had to spend the summer in the new quarantine
shed with fans to keep them happy. They
probably missed the views and open air though,
and likely will be happy to get back “outside”.
Those that are trained to be shown were
brought out at regular scheduled intervals by
Friends interns and staff in a program called
Raptor Run Around at which visitors heard
about their fascinating adaptations and natural
history. A very popular program, and visitors
were delighted to see the birds up so close.

Funded by your generous donations, including

the design by long-time park supporter and
architect Byron Stadsvold, actual construction
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of the exhibit required intense planning and
execution. The stone was obtained from a n
Eyota quarry to match the stone used in the
other zoo exhibits. Each huge stone was
carefully lifted into place by hand (uffda!) and
painstakingly shaped to fit properly. The County
Public Works maintenance crew fabricated the
steel doors by hand to save money and achieve
a custom fit. The mesh barrier in the front of the
enclosures was carefully selected - primarily for
the bird’s safety, but also for appearance.

The various stages of construction were
supervised by Pat Gerken with the assistance
of seasonal employees Jeremy Baumbach and
Bernie Blee. Chester Woods staff and crews
from Sentenced to Serve and Many Rivers
assisted the Oxbow staff, and volunteers
helped whenever possible. The result will be a
state-of-the-art exhibit to be proud of!
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About Our Organization

Friends of Oxbow’s mission
is to support the educ-
ational, environmental and
recreational goals of Ox-
bow Park. Our Newsletter
is published 6 times a year.
Copy deadline is the 2nd
Monday of the month prior
to the publication date. All
submissions are subject to
editing or revision. Copy
may be submitted as typed
copy to: Ruthann Yaeger,
5731 Co. Rd 105, Byron,
MN 55920 or as an email
to: ryegr@g.com.

The Friends board meets
monthly at Oxbow Park
Nature Center on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month at
7:00 pm. Everyone is
welcome.

Friends Board Officers

President - Peggy Morris
Vice Pres. -Dory Gardner
Secretary - Ruthann Yaeger
Treasurer -Chuck Pavesich

Friends Board Members

Everett Beck 4-09
Jean Davison 4-10
Loren Dehling 4-09
Cindy Krueger 4-10
Jen Rand 4-09
Paul Zollman 4-10

Friends Web page
www.friendsofoxbow.org

Olmsted County Parks
Information

www.co.olmsted.mn.us

Oxbow Park Hours

Park Grounds : 7 am -10pm

Nature Center & Zoo:

10 am to 4 pm daily

Nature Center, Zoo are closed
for Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Years Day and Easter

Want to sponsor
a zoo animal?
Go to:
www.friendsofoxbow.org
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Programs and Events at the Parks
Oxbow Park

In case of inclement weather, call 775-2451 forgvean details
All programs a re appropriate for all ages unlegherwise noted

Bear Feeding - October 4 at 1:00 p.m Black bears in the wild can eat up to 9000 calagies
day or more. Discover a little of the bear’s nalthiatory as she forages her exhibit for food.

Deer/Elk Feeding - October 11 at 1:00 p.nCome see how big their antlers have gotten! A
short hike to the feeding station will get you upse and personal with these big guys.

Naturalist Choice - October 18 at 1:00 p.m=Come to see what fun subject will be discussed.

Fun for all ages! Reservations requir€all 775-2451 and let us know how many
children and adults will be attending. No groudsape.

Children's Zoo Time - November 1 at 10:00 a.m-. a great time for kids and adults alike!
Raptor Feeding - November 8 at 3:00 p.m.Watch these great birds “capture” their prey!

Feed the Otters - November 15 at 1:00 p.mRiver otters can consume up to a quarter of their
body weight a day. Come and watch as the otterarzipnd to catch the fish!

Wild Turkeys - November 22 at 1:00 p.m- ever wonder how real turkeys live their lives?
Come find out more about these wild relatives afrybhanksgiving dinner.

Feed the Critters -November 29 at 3:00 p.m-.always a favorite with the children!

Chester Woods Park

A $5.00 daily or $25.00 annual vehicle pass is mexfuto enter Chester Woods Park.
Call 287-2624 for program information, registrati@md in case of inclement weather.

Campfire Tales— Sat., October 4th at 7:00 PM
Enjoy hot cocoa sitting around an open campfitetigg to campfire tales under the wild skies!
Meet at the Shelter #6.

Park Update -by celeste Lewis, naturalist

Labor day has passed, children are scurrying o$tctmol, leaves are beginning to fall, and
mornings are crisp; yes fall is definitely approagh What does that mean for your friends
at Oxbow Park? Well, for starters it means claggkbde beginning very soon. Call-in day
had many schools competing for dates and timesresatvations are still being made. The
naturalists teaching classes are Clarissa Joséshasonal), Kelli Gabrielson (intern), Rita
Brom (volunteer), Karlin Ziegler (part-time), an@l€ste Lewis (full-time).

The on-going construction of the new raptor exhibitlso keeping staff very busy. Pat
Gerken has been working very hard, and his effarésgreatly appreciated by the public,
which have been watching the progress throughe@ustimmer.

Fall also brings the end of a very busy camping@ea The last night of camping for the
season here at the park is October 4. If you titave the opportunity to stay with us this
season, be sure to make the attempt in 2009. &esi general campground, the group
camp was very well utilized this year. There weraybe only about four total weekends
between May and September that it was not occupied.

| hope everyone enjoyed their summer, and makethateyour fall plans include a trip out
to Oxbow to see the new raptor exhibit.
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by R. Yaeger

The Black-tailed
prairie dog is a
favorite of many
visitors to the
Zollman Zoo.
But they are not
the favorites of
many farmers
and ranchers.
Read on to see
if their bad reputation is really deserved.

First, some natural history:

Prairie dogs are medium-sized rodents, usually about
12-16 inches long, and weigh 1 ¥z - 2 % pounds.
Found throughout the Great Plains from southern
Canada to northern Mexico, they inhabit areas of dry
clay soil having short to medium grass length. They
construct burrow systems (colonies or towns) that are
typically 3-10 feet below the surface, about 15 feet
long and have mounds up to 2 ft high. Colonies often
have 30-50 entrances to the system.

Why are they called “dogs” if they are rodents?

They are called prairie “dogs” due to the barking call
sentinels make when alarmed. At least eleven differ-
ent calls have been defined. Alarm calls are specific
for the predator seen; that is, a different call is given
for a coyote than for a hawk.

They are chewing all the time. What do they eat?
Mostly flowers, shrubs and grasses; sometimes
grasshoppers or other insects.

Why don'’t the prairie dogs drown when it rains? Does-
n’t the water fill up the holes?

Burrows stay dry since after going straight down, the
tunnels turn up as they branch out.

Mounds at the burrow entrances provide lookouts and

keep rain runoff from entering tunnels. A really torren-

tial, long-lasting rain may cause the loss of some ani-
mals, but they tend to build their colonies in well-
drained soil so this is not a common problem.

How big can colonies get?

The largest recorded North American colony of black-
tailed prairie dogs was in Texas. In 1901, it was esti-
mated to cover 25,000 square miles, but has been
reduced by over 99%. Systematic eradication by
ranchers and government pest control policies has
made large colonies rare and even small colonies
have been destroyed in many areas.
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Why don’t you ever see baby prairie dogs?

Prairie dogs mate in late January and the babies are
born in April or May. Usually only 4 young are born per
year - blind, hairless and helpless. Eyes open at 5
weeks, but young pups remain underground for about 6
weeks until weaned and starting to eat grass. By this
time, they are not much smaller than adults. Fully
grown by fall, they can reproduce after their first winter.
The usual lifespan is 3-4 years, 9 years in captivity.
Dormant in winter, they are not true hibernators.

With most mammals, the young leave when they have
matured enough to care for themselves, but with prairie
dogs, it is the parents that leave to make new burrows
at the edge of the town.

My friend’s dad considers them vermin. What good are

they?

They are considered a keystone grassland species for

many important reasons.

" Prairie dogs provide food for many other wildlife spe-
cies such as badgers, weasels, eagles, hawks, and
foxes. Some snakes also take young.

" Prairie dog excavations turn, aerate and fertilize
nearly 6 tons of soil per acre preventing the soil com-
paction caused by cattle. Their burrows channel rain-
water preventing erosion

“ Unused burrows are important den sites for many
other vertebrate species, 21 in one study. Panicked or
stampeding animals could step in the holes, but graz-
ing animals are watchful and always avoid them.

Welcome to Our Fall Intern!

Hi - I'm Kelli Gabrielson, the Fall
2008 Intern at Oxbow Park. I'm
from Austin, MN and went to school
at Riverland Community College for
2 years. | transferred to lowa State
University and graduated in May
2008 with a degree in Biology. Last
: summer | interned at the Minnesota
Zoo on the Northern Trail and worked with a large vari-
ety of wild animals, such as moose, camels and musk
ox. | also bottle fed and raised pronghorn fawns.
In school, | focused mostly on mammals and animal
behavior, so there is a lot to learn about reptiles, am-
phibians and birds here at Oxbow Park. | love working
with the variety of animals that Zollman Zoo has to of-
fer, and would like to continue working with wild animals
in the future.
| thank Friends for giving me this wonderful experience.
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Friends of Oxbow
Yes, I'd like to be a Friend of this great Park!

_____ Friend: $25 - 49 o Renewal
______Partner $50 - 99

_____Patron: $100 - 249

____ Ranger: $250 - 499

_____Sponsor: $500 - 999

Philanthropist: $1000 - 4999
Director Circle:  $5000 and up

Be sure to ask if your company matches donations!
Name:

Address:

C/S/zip:

Make checks payable to Friends of Oxbow.

Mail to: Friends of Oxbow
PO Box 6552
Rochester, MN 55903

FRIENDS OF OXBOW
Friends of Oxbow in Good Neighbors Parade!

Friends of Oxbow participated in the Byron Good Neighbors Day
parade on July 18th this year. Friends members and interns dis-
tributed candy and costume jewelry. The float was designed and
built by our President, Peggy Morris and pulled by a truck from
Morris Concrete. The cougar costume was made by our past
president, Cindy Krueger. A grand time in a great town!
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Local Candidate Forums

Do you care about the future of Oxbow
Park? Don’t miss a chance to get your
questions answered by your local
candidates! Friends of Oxbow is one of
the many sponsors of the Meet the
Candidates forums for Olmsted County
Commissioner and Rochester City
Council candidates. Here are the times:

Olmsted County Commissioner:

When: Monday, Oct. 20th from 7 - 9 pm

Where: Izaak Walton League Bldg at
937 7th Ave NE near Silver Lake

Rochester City Council:

When: Tuesday, Oct 21st, 7 - 9 pm

Where: Izaak Walton League Bldg at
937 7th Ave NE near Silver Lake

Directions : From Hwy 63 North, turn
toward Silver Lake on 14th St NE. Turn
right onto 7th Ave NE (a dead end) and
the Izaak Walton League cabin is on
your right at the end of the street.



