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By R. Yaeger, from various sources 
 

The staff at Oxbow Park are pleased to welcome an 
entirely new species of native animal to the Zollman 
Zoo. Many people are unaware of this creature, and 
few have ever seen them, so instead of the usual 
Critter Column, I’d like to introduce them here. 
 

While we were saddened by the loss of our old friends 
the raccoons, I am thrilled to announce the arrival of a  
pair of fishers (martes pennanti), a male and a female.  
 

They are both two year old adults. But you will be 
amazed at the size difference between the male and 
female – yes, she really is about as big as she’s going 
to get!  
 

A fisher is a medium sized mustelid – the same family 
as otters and badgers. Adults weigh between 4-15 lbs 
and are between 29-47 inches in length. Males are 
about twice the size of females. Their coats are darkish 
brown, with a black tail and legs.  

 NEW MN NATIVE  ARRIVES AT  OXBOW  
Fast fisher facts:  
 

· Despite its name, this animal seldom eats fish; the 
name may originate from the French word fichet, 
which referred to the pelt of a European polecat. 

 

· All four feet have 5 toes with retractable claws. 
They can rotate their hind paws 180 degrees, so 
can grasp limbs and climb down trees head first.  

 

· Fishers are solitary. They do not congregate and 
only associate with other fishers for mating 
purposes. The Zoo pair was raised together. 

 

· The fisher is agile in trees and has a slender body 
that allows it to pursue prey into hollow logs or 
burrows in the ground. 

 

· A circular patch of hair on the central pad of their 
hind paws marks plantar glands that give off a 
distinctive odor, which is believed to be used for 
communication during reproduction.  

 

· Fishers are also known for one of their calls, which 
is often said to sound like a child screaming, and 
can be mistaken for someone in dire need of help.  

 

· Fishers have the reputation of being shy and 
secretive, and they are difficult to breed in zoos. 
However, on March 23, 2008 three fisher kits were 
born at the Minnesota Zoo in Apple Valley. 

 

· According to some observations, the fisher is said 
to be the only predator to have a specialized killing 
technique for porcupines - forcing them to keep 
turning around until they are exhausted and easier 
to kill. 

· Fisher populations were nearly exterminated 
because of trapping and loss of forest habitat. 
Their soft brown fur is sought after by the fur trade 
and pelts can fetch high prices. The population has 
steadily increased since trapping was regulated, 
with trappers taking about a thousand fishers a 
year in the late 1990s, despite a much lower pelt 
value. 

     Continued on pg 3 



Oxbow Park  
In case of inclement weather, call 775-2451 for program details 
All programs are appropriate for all ages unless otherwise noted 

 

Beginning Bird I.D. – June 7 at 1:00 p.m. 
Ever wonder what that bird is you are seeing?  Let us help get you started on your new lifetime hobby. 
 

Naturalist Choice – June 14 at 1:00 p.m. 
Come and see what fun subject will be discussed.   
 

Animal Enrichment – June 21 at 1:00 p.m. 
Come and learn some of the techniques that zookeepers use to enrich the animal’s lives as well as help 
to make a toy for the animals here at Zollman Zoo.   
 

Bear Feeding – June 28 at 1:00 p.m. 
Black bears in the wild can eat up to 9000 calories a day or sometimes more. Discover a little of the 
bear’s natural history and watch as she forges her exhibit for food.   
 

Feed the Otters – July 5 at 1:00 p.m. 
River otters can consume up to a quarter of their body weight a day; they need those calories to keep 
them swimming and playing all day long! Come and watch as the otters swim around to catch the fish!   
 

Prairie Hike – July 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
Come and enjoy a beautiful morning stroll through one of Oxbow’s restored native prairies.  A park 
naturalist will guide you on a short hike and discuss the benefits of native prairie flowers and grasses.   
 

Reptiles and Amphibians – July 19 at 1:00 p.m. 
Come and learn the difference between these two animal types.  You may even get the opportunity to 
hold one!   
 

Bison Feeding – July 26 at 1:00 p.m. 
Have you ever seen a 2500 lb. bull bison face to face?  Now you can! Take a short hike over to the 
feeding stations, and learn the remarkable history of this majestic animal.   
 

Chester Woods Park 
A $5.00 daily or $25.00 annual vehicle pass is required to enter Chester Woods Park.  
Call 287-2624 for program information, registration and in case of inclement weather.   

Meet at the kiosk near the boat ramp unless otherwise noted. 
 

Take a Kid Fishing - June 6th through 8th     Allows parents and children to go fishing legally without 
having a fishing license, introduces people to the sport of fishing.  This only applies to MN residents.  
 
Audubon Society Hike - Sat., June 14th at 9:00 AM    Get some fresh air and enjoy a short hike at 
Chester Woods Park checking out the many birds and native flowers .   
 

Moonlight Paddle – Sat., June 14 th at 8:45 PM       Enjoy a relaxing paddle around the lake by the 
light of the moon.  Bring your own canoe/kayak/paddleboat and gear.  Life preservers must be worn at 
all times on the water.  No paddling if there are thunderstorms.  Launching at 9:00 PM.  
 

Raptors - Sat., June 21st  7:00 PM       Hawks, eagles and owls are beautiful, powerful birds.  Come 
spend an evening with raptor guests from Oxbow Park.  Meet at the Kisrow Classroom.  All ages. 
 

Audubon Society Hike  Sat., July 12th at 9:00 AM      Get some fresh air and enjoy a morning prairie 
hike at Chester Woods Park.   
 

Snakes - Sat., July 19th at 7:00 PM     Come to Chester Woods Park for a fun evening learning more 
about snakes.  Live snakes from Oxbow Park will be visiting!  Meet at the Kisrow Classroom 
 

Moonlight Paddle  – Sat., July 19th at 8:45 PM     As above.   
 

Prairie Hike - Tue., July 22nd at 7:00 PM  
Come out to walk a bit and  learn more about the flora and fauna of Minnesota’s tall grass prairies!  
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About Our Organization 

Friends mission is to 
support the educational, 
environmental and 
recreational goal of Oxbow 
Park. This Newsletter is 
published 6 times a year. 
Copy deadline is the 2nd 
Monday of the month 
before publication. All 
submissions are subject to 
editing or revision. Copy 
may be submitted via 
email, or typed to:  
Ruthann Yaeger, PO Box 
6552, Rochester, MN 
55903 or ryegr@q.com.  
Friends board meets 
monthly at Oxbow Park 
Nature Center  on the 2nd 
Wednesday at 7:00 pm. 
Everyone is welcome.  
 

Friends Board Officers 
President - Cindy Krueger 
Vice Pres. -Dory Gardner 
Secretary - Ruthann Yaeger 
Treasurer -Chuck Pavesich 
 

Friends Board Members 
Everett Beck  4-09 
Jean Davison  4-08 
Loren Dehling          4-09 
Peggy Morris            4-08 
Val & Paul Piechowski  4-09 
Jen Rand  4-09 
Bob Whitworth 4-08  
Paul Zollman  4-08 
 

Friends Web page 
 

 www.friendsofoxbow.org 
 

Olmsted County Parks 
Information 

www.co.olmsted.mn.us 
 

Oxbow Park Hours 
 

Park Grounds : 7 am -10pm 
 

Nature Center & Zoo: 
 

10 am to 4 pm daily 
 

Nature Center, Zoo are closed 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
New Years Day and Easter 
 

Want to sponsor  
a zoo animal? 

Go to:  
www.friendsofoxbow.org 

Programs and Events at the Parks 
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 New Native Species continued from pg 1   

  

Fishers are found from the Sierra Nevada in California 
to the Appalachians in West Virginia and north to New 
England (where it is often mistakenly called a fisher 
cat), as well as in southern Alaska and across most of 
Canada. They have a tendency to hide deep in woods 
and naturally avoid open areas.  After being nearly 
wiped out by trapping and habitat destruction, fishers 
have been reintroduced in Montana, Washington state, 
Oregon, New England, Pennsylvania, and West Vir-
ginia. Their populations are slowly but steadily recov-
ering. 
 

Fishers are solitary hunters. Their primary prey include 
hares, rabbits, squirrels, mice, and shrews. Fishers are 
regular predators of porcupines (as are mountain lions). 
Their diet may also contain small birds, carrion, fruit 
and berries.  Fishers are also known to eat ground nest-
ing birds such as grouse and turkeys - their young and 
eggs make easy targets. In a few areas, fishers can be-
come pests to farmers because they can get into a pen 
and kill large numbers of chickens. Fishers have also 
been known to eat small pets left outside, such as stray 
cats and dogs, but this is rare. Zoologists say that a 
bobcat, coyote, or dog is much more likely to kill do-
mestic cats and chickens.  
 

Female fishers first breed at one year of age. The fisher 
breeding season spans late February through April. 
There is a ten month delay after breeding before im-
plantation of the embryo occurs, resulting in a one year 
gestation period. Litters are produced annually. The 
young are born in dens high up in hollow trees. Kits 
nurse for about 4 months and begin to eat meat before 
they are weaned. 
 

After a time in quarantine, the fishers at Oxbow were 
put on display in the specially renovated raccoon habi-
tat. Come on down and visit these seldom seen natives 
of the North Country!  
 
 

 

"Wild beasts and birds are by right not the property 
merely of the people who are alive today, but the prop-
erty of unknown generations, whose belongings we 
have no right to squander."  
 

President Theodore Roosevelt 

 Park Report by Celeste Lewis, 

Why Protect Habitat?  

Volunteers Needed 
Can you spare a couple of hours?  Oxbow needs folks 
to spend  an hour or two on a Saturday or Sunday  at 
the front desk in the Nature Center. No particular ex-
pertise is needed, just a willingness to greet folks and 
answer basic questions about the zoo and park.  There 
are materials on hand to help you answer any ques-
tions and park staff are always available. Due to 
budget restraints, there is only one staff person pre-
sent on the weekends, so your assistance would be 
big help!  If you’re interested, call park staff at 775-
2451.   

 As the days are getting longer, 
and a little warmer, the promise of 
spring has finally become a real-
ity.  With those warmer days 
comes a much busier time for the 
volunteers and staff here at Ox-
bow. 
 

May has always been a busy time 
in the zoo, and this year is no dif-

ferent.  Schools have been coming from all over to 
visit the zoo as well as take advantage of the spring 
classes that we offer.  Staff has been running around 
like crazy getting the zoo and park back in tip-top 
shape. 
 

As if the general spring clean up is not enough, we 
also took on the refurbishing of a prior habitat for a 
new critter here at the zoo.  When our old raccoon 
passed on, we decided to bring in an animal that peo-
ple do not see every day.  On May 16, 2008 a pair of 
two year old fishers were introduced to their new 
home and seem to be adjusting well (see front page). 
 

Demolition has also begun on the old raptor exhibit 
as we are preparing to build a beautiful new enclo-
sure.  There is an artist’s rendering of the new raptor 
exhibit on display in the Nature Center and on the 
park’s website. 
 

The next time you visit the park, you may notice a 
few new faces.  We have two new six-month employ-
ees, Clarissa Josselyn and Bernie Blee.  Clarissa is 
the seasonal naturalist and Bernie the seasonal main-
tenance worker.  Please take the time to introduce 
yourself and welcome them. 
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2008 Spring Fest Highlights - our best ever! 
 

 

FRIENDS OF OXBOW 
PO BOX 6552 
ROCHESTER, MN 55903-6552 

Friends of Oxbow  
Yes, I’d like to be a Friend of this great Park! 

____ Friend:     $25 - 49          o   Renewal 
____ Partner    $50 - 99       
____ Patron:    $100 - 249    
____ Ranger:   $250 - 499 
____ Sponsor:   $500 - 999 
____ Philanthropist:   $1000 - 4999 
____ Director Circle:  $5000 and up 
 

Be sure to ask if your company matches donations! 
 

Name: 
__________________________________ 

Address: 
__________________________________ 

C/S/Zip: 
__________________________________ 

Make checks payable to Friends of Oxbow. 
 

        Mail to:  Friends of Oxbow 
  PO Box 6552 
  Rochester, MN 55903 


