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New Exhibit isFor the Birds

What do you do when an exhibit deteriorates to thEhe new habitat will be almost 40% larger than the

point where repairs are not economical, and itiseti
to build a new one? Built in the 70’s, the old dihi

current one and will feature a design similar tatth
of the fox and bobcat — two larger end towers (for

had served it purpose, and now a plan for replanemeagles and vultures) with lower areas in between.
was needed. As they have done many times befo&milar stone will be used in the back walls to kee

the park staff turned to architect Byron Stadsvoldhe “look” of all the exhibits consistent.

Flexabl

who has donated his design plans for all the neweresh walls will prevent the birds from harming

zoo displays.

The raptor’s new
enclosure is pro-
jected tocost
$46,000.
] Funding for this
' project comes
' from  donations
'received from the
“more than 50,000
annual visitors to
. the Park and Zoo
' The Friends of
. Oxbow are step-
' ping in if addit-
ﬁ onal funds are
Sl N SR needed.  Without
this support, the project would not be possible.

Although Friends is actively soliciting for its’ ment

themselves if they fly up against them when stdytle
but will be nearly invisible to visitors viewing ¢m
from outside

The split rail safety barrier will be similar todbe
all around the rest of the park..

Donations are still needed for both the Wild Cal an
Raptor exhibits. Anyone wishing to donate can con-
tact the park staff or Friends of Oxbow.

The park staff wish to thank all those generogs vi
tors who have donated the money needed to rebuild
this showcase for our magnificent native raptors.

PART-TIME NATURALIST HIRED

The park staff welcome Karlin Zeigler as the new
part-time naturalist. Karlin graduated from South
Dakota State U. in 2000 with a major in Biology.

project, the new Wildcat Exhibit, the cost of thaBhe has worked at the Bramble Park Zoo and also

project is very high ($90,000) and at the currexté r

for nearly 5 years in the Marine Mammal area ef th

of donations, it is going to take several years tidianapolis Zoo. She moved back to MN recently
accumulate sufficient funds’ so the decision Wade’nanth her husband to advance his career and to raise

to assist with funding the raptor building if nedde

The new exhibit will be built in the same locatias
the current one. Construction will start in Jund an
should be finished by late fall. Raptors do not
tolerate the loud noises and activity of corcgtan
so they will be off display for the summer.

Visitors will still be able see common raptors upse

and personal though, since Friends-sponsored summg! here at the park.”
interns will often be showing our native Red-taile

Hawk, Screech Owl, Kestrel and Saw-whet owl.

their new family.

Celeste Lewis, the full-time naturali
says Karlin “comes to us with a wea
of previous zoo experience. She i
friendly, hard-working, and extreme
insightful young lady. She is making
wonderful addition to our family of

Karlin says she is “very

gited to be joining the staff and I look forward to

meeting friends and visitors at Oxbow Park.”
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About Our Organization

Friends mission is to
support the educational,
environmental and

recreational goals of Oxbow

Park.

This Newsletter is
published 6 times a year.
Send comments, ideas to
the editor at ryegr@q.com.

Friends board meets
monthly at Oxbow Park
Nature Center. Call 775-
2451 for date and time.
Everyone is welcome.

Friends Board Officers

President - Cindy Krueger
Vice Pres.- Dory Gardner
Secretary - Ruthann Yaeger
Treasurer -Chuck Pavesich

Friends Board Members

Everett Beck 4-09
Jean Davison 4-08
Loren Dehling 4-09
Peggy Morris 4-08

Val & Paul Piechowski 4-09

Jen Rand 4-09
Bob Whitworth 4-08
Paul Zollman 4-08

Friends Web page

www.friendsofoxbow.org

Olmsted County Parks
I nformation

www.co.olmsted.mn.us

Oxbow Park Hours

Park Grounds: 7 am -10pm

Nature Center & Zoo:
10 am to 4 pm daily

Nature Center, Zoo are closed
for Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Years Day and Easter

Want to sponsor

a zoo animal?
Go to:
www.friendsofoxbow.org
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Park RePOrt by celeste Lewis, park naturalist

The snow is slowly melting away, the maple sauising, and the woodchucks have
come out of hibernation. Could this mean thatrgpis finally on its way? | definitely

hope so! It has been a very long and snowy witdr like many others, am ready for
sunshine and green grass.

As the days are getting longer (and a little wajrttee number of visitors at the zoo is get-
ting greater and greater. The animals are aldoingtthe change in seasons. We have a
few “frisky” critters out here if you know what |ean!

The staff, here at the park, is busy preparindglferupcoming busy months ahead. Pat has
been working on the new quarantine shed, and Tarbkan making sure all the equipment
is up and running and keeping up with all the ottty maintenance duties of the park.
Some good news is that the well work that has laggih of a thorn in everyone’s sides, has
finally begun. Some sad news is that our very gldeccoon finally passed away. We will
be searching for a different animal to take hix@)agerhaps a Pine Marten or a Fisher.

The biggest news here at the park would be hirfri€aolin Zeigler as the new part-time
naturalist. We're excited to have her! (See fraage)

Oxbow Park Programs and Events

All programs are appropriate for all ages unleshartvise noted
In case of inclement weather, call 775-2451 forgpam details

April Programs

Deer/Elk Feeding — April 5 at 1:00pm
Feed the Otters— April 12 at 3:00pm
Feed the Critters— April 19 at 3:00pm
Feed the Bison — April 26 at 1:00pm

May Programs

Wildflower Hike — May 3 at 10:00am
Feed the Bear — May 10 at 1:00pm
Treeldentification — May 24 at 1:00pm
Feed the Snakes— May 31 at 1:00pm

Frionds Annual Spring Fun Fest
May 17 from 11:00-3:00pm

Mark your calendar! You won’t want to miss this @i&dius family event - an afternoon of
games, wagon rides, food, and fun! Join us an®#i®w critters at our annual celebra-
tion of spring here at Oxbow Park/Zollman Zoo.

Chester Woods Park Programs

A $5.00 daily or $25.00 annual vehicle pass is negflito enter Chester Woods Park. Call 287-2624
for program information, registration and in caskinclement weather. Meet at the kiosk near the
boat ramp unless otherwise noted.

Woodcock Hike-Thur., April 17" at 7:30 PM (sunset). Meet at the horse parking lot
Friends of Chester Woods Clean-up Day - Sat., April 28" at 10-2 PM

Frogs& Toads- Sat., May 17 at 9:00 AM .

Moonlight Paddle — Sat., May 17 at 8:45 PM

Dam Hike- Sun., May 2% at 11:00 AM

Bluebird Banding - Tue., May 2% at 7:00 PM
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Cﬁttef CO[umn by R. Yaeger (POT’CltplneS (Erethizondorsatum)

If you ask the zoo staff Why do they eat tires, tools, gloves and stuff?

at Oxbow, several will say Porcupines love salt and gnaw anything that hurhame
that these gentle, slow-mov- worn or handled due to the residue of dried sweat o
ing rodents are their favor- these things. They also damage pit toilets forsdie in

ites. They are quite curious  urine, and tires for road salt.
and despite their fearsome
array of quills are quite non-
aggressive. Woe unto those
who try to antagonize them
however! Read on and find out more about thesesuaiu
creatures including the real answer to everyoneiihg
question about porcupines.... Why are their front teeth so orange stained?

That orange “stain” on the front incisors is adyalvery
tough protective layer that makes the back of tutht
wear faster than the front, keeping the tooth raharp.
Those incisors never stop growing, so breaking @peu
one can be a slowly fatal experience for a poraipin

Can any critters eat thePn

Not many! That arsenal of quills keeps them sadenf
most predators, but a few very clever, quick arekyu
critters, mostly foxes, can make a meal out of thm
flipping them over, especially the very young ones.

Porcupines are thé®argest rodent in North America. Only
beavers are bigger. They are heavy-set, shortdeggew
moving. Yellowish guard hairs cover the front oé thody,
with up to 30,000 quills about 3 inches long secatleamong
black hairs on the back. They are not relatecetigkhogs.
Found throughout much of North America, from Cantala OK. I've got to ask — how do they mate?
northern Mexico, they live mostly in woods and &tamds,  OK. I've got to reply: verrry carefully! The porpine, of
wherever trees and brush are available. Striceteeigns,  course, is known for its sharp quills - excellent $elf-
they feed on buds, twigs, bark, leaves, floweritamts, and  defense but rather intimidating for a suitor. Coometoo
some fruits. They are largely nocturnal and theinse of  strong and . . . ouch! So it's safety first! Pqures are
smell is far more acute than their eyesight. able to mate without inflicting serious harm on are
other, but it's important not to surprise their tper.
My friend says he’s seen them around in winter.’"Ditvey  Courting porcupines perform a “dance”, walking tosva
hibernate like woodchucks? each other on their hind legs and putting their pamw

No. They do “den up”, often with other porcupinksf are  each other’s shoulders while circling, rubbing roaed
not true hibernators like some other rodents. EotBem out  making humming noises. Finally, the female musaxel

and about in the dead of winter however, is notoamoon her quills, and then the male must squirt the femméth

unless the weather is really bad. high-pressure jets of urine. No, | amot making this up.
These are just a few of the steps in one of natune're

elaborate mating rituals. If the encounter is acess, a
den is made in a hollow tree, or a natural caveooks,

and a porcupette is born seven months later - asuin
ally long gestation time for a rodent. Fortunatiy the

mother, the infant is born in a placental sac, ismdhort

Why is it so hard to pull out quills and how doytrehoot ~ Quills (@bout 4 inch) are soft for the first hatiur or so
them at you? of its life. Born with its eyes open, the porkieclanbing

Quills are modified hairs that are loosely attachthe base ~ and eating some solid food within a few hours! Wifeg

and very easily detached. The scales on most maemmal OCCUTS in 6-7 weeks, sexual maturity at about 3y/ead

hair (including our own) point away from the rootsit the  their lifespan is about 5 — 9 years.

scales of a porcupine’s quills (they are not tragbb) point  \What about the porcupines at the Zollman Zoo?

toward the root. This allows a quill to penetragsily, but The zoo currently has 3 porcupines — 2 males afed a
ensures that it will be hard to remove. Once embédd is male. They came to us from a game farm in Sandston
drawn in more deeply every time the victim’s musot®n-  MN. The older male was born in 2005 and the other t
tract, often traveling over an inch per day. A bthiat en-  were born in 2007. Come on down and watch thes cr
tered the face of one too-inquisitive dog later eyed as far  tyres delicately manipulate their food, like ladistea.
away as its leg! Despite all the old wives tajgmcupines  You may even see the “dance” they do to get atiardi

cannot “shoot” their quills — instead, they rapidlyat their  pe able to find a shed quill or two that have @ititside
tails, driving many loose quills into their attacke the fence!

| saw one in a tree once. Is that unusual?

No. In fact, it'smore unusual to see them anywhere else!
They spend most of their time in trees, using theff tail as

a prop. They even sleep in trees, but are difficulspot,
appearing to be a nest or clump of leaves.
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City Forester Jacob Ryg
wants our readers to
know about a tree-cutting
offer that you should
avoid. You may get a no-
tice in the mail or be ap-
proached door-to-door by
tree cutting services that
offer to cut your “old”
walnut tree(s) and pay
you for them, saying that
lumber mills will not take
city trees and that their
service is the only one
that will pay you for
them. He cautions that

this type of “walnut search” goes on almost every year
and wants all citizens to think carefully before accepting

such an offer. His advice:

¢+ When done ethically, harvesting trees for lumber
production is an important and viable part of our
economy but make sure you know what you're get-

ting into.

FRIENDS OF OXBOW
PO Box 6552

ROCHESTER, MN 55903-6552

Friends of Oxbow
Yes, I'd like to be a Friend of this great Park!

___ Friend: $25 - 49 0 Renewal
_____Partner $50 - 99

_____Patron: $100 - 249

____ Ranger: $250 - 499

_____ Sponsor: $500 - 999
_____Pnilanthropist: $1000 - 4999

Director Circle: ~ $5000 and up
Be sure to ask if your company matches donations!

Name:

Address:

C/S/zip:

Make checks payable to Friends of Oxbow.

Mail to: Friends of Oxbow
PO Box 6552
Rochester, MN 55903

<
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A reputable company does not drive around
the city knocking on doors looking for work —
or offering to buy your walnut trees. Walnut
lumber prices are very high at this time...don’t
let yourself get ripped off.

Even if a tree company claims to be licensed
and insured, always ask for a copy of the
license and a list of references — or call your
city forester to find out (507-328-2515).

It is true that most lumber mills will not take
urban grown trees because of the potential for
metal or defects in the trees. The exception is
when the trees are extremely valuable and
worth the risk of blade damage.

This type of offer, while not illegal, is quite un-
ethical. Protect yourself and your neighbor’s
trees. In my opinion these trees are far more
valuable alive and standing - providing the
numerous benefits urban trees give us.

If you have questions or concerns please feel free
to give your city forester a call.



